
Innovative brand protection  
solutions through thermal  

transfer ribbon technology.

*Authentifiber™ is an ACS Technology, distributed by iimak



Shield your brand 
against counterfeits 

with IIMAK SECURE
Thermal transfer ribbons 
can give you printing and 
protection in one.   
IIMAK, one of the world’s largest manufacturers of thermal transfer 
printer ribbons has leveraged its expertise to develop IIMAK 
Secure, security products that help you differentiate your genuine 
brand and products from fakes. There are more than 6 million 
thermal transfer printers in operation throughout the world and 
across industries, making this technology an incredibly easy and 
low-cost security solution to implement and change if needed.

Standard thermal transfer applications include bar codes, date, lot 
codes and variable text.

Now these images can serve a dual purpose, marking your 
products while delivering a wide variety of authentication 
technology to protect your brand.

Thermal transfer is a highly customizable low-cost method 
of delivering additional layers of security. It is easy to add 
authentication features at any manufacturing or distribution point 
in the supply chain.

• �Any image produced by TTR, including bar codes, can include a 
covert ingredient to serve a dual purpose.

• Low-cost, minimal investment – utilizing existing equipment.

• �Can be implemented quickly at any point in the manufacturing/
distribution chain.

IImak secure can 
provide a customized 
multilayered brand 
protection program
Brand Protection 
Consulting Program 
consists of:

• A survey of the manufacturing/supply/distribution chain.
• Identification of potential problem areas (leakage) and potential 	
	 authentication points.
• Proposal for Stage 1 strategy.
• Implementation assistance and training. 
• Periodic review/monitoring meetings.
• Proposing future strategy options. 
• Or a modified approach that complements your current brand 		
	 protection program.

Unprinted  
LabelsRibbons

Printer

Secure Chain of Custody

IIMAK Secure can be an integral element of your secure 
supply chain by delivering security-laden thermal transfer 
ribbons directly to the point of printing, keeping them separate 
from other security elements until the last minute.



How the Brand 
Protection Pyramid  
can work for you

Effective brand  
protection 
strategies require 
three main 
components:
1. �Use of authentication technologies
2. Targeted investigation
3. �A strong legal protection  

and action plan 
The use of authenticating technologies 
in your product or packaging has a 
synergistic effect, energizing your 
investigative capabilities and 
strengthening your case for  
successful prosecution of known 
counterfeiters. Don’t wait to be told your brand is 
being attacked. Protect yourself now, for a secure future.

AUTHENTICATION TECHNOLOGIES

Brand authentication is the foundation to brand protection. 

The investigation and legal action components rely on product 

authentication for support  and documentation. Employing  

technologies that allow you to differentiate the genuine from the 

counterfeit plays a vital role in your brand protection strategy. 

Using a combination of overt, covert and 

forensic authentication technologies not only 

enables efficient investigation, it provides the 

incontrovertible evidence of fraud your legal  

team needs in court.

INVESTIGATION

If you only become aware of counterfeits 

through customer complaints, the damage 

to your brand may already be done. 

Investigation involves seeking out 

fraudulent product on store shelves, 

tracing them back to their source, and 

gathering evidence for legal action.  

Built-in authentication technologies 

make this job easier.

LEGAL ACTION

Effective legal defense of your brand starts before the product ships 

out the door. Any intellectual property associated with your brand,  

especially trademarks, must be properly registered in each market. 

This provides your team with the fundamental legal basis on which to 

build a suit when necessary. You are then able to engage in targeted 

prosecution of counterfeiters to take them out of the picture.

Legal Action

Investigation

Authentication 
Technologies



Taggants

Firefly TTR 
Invisible UV/IR Fluorescing TTR 
AuthentiFiberTM

Color Shifting TTR
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The highest levels of security are achieved by layering multiple methods.
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s Invisible UV  
 Fluorescing Inks

s Firefly  
Fluorescing Inks

Add another layer 
of security with IIMAK 

Secure solutions



s Color Shifting Inks 
Color shifting inks provide an overt authentication feature that gives 
your customers confidence that they are buying an authentic product.

• �Components of your labels are printed with ink that shifts 
color when viewed from one angle to the next. 

• �Available in a variety of color pairs to meet your brand’s 
requirements.

• �Your brand’s logo, or a reassuring message that changes 
color, sends the message that you value your customers' 
brand loyalty.

s Firefly Fluorescing Inks
Most products or packaging carry labels printed on demand with 
thermal transfer. A great first line authentication technology is IIMAK 
Secure’s Firefly, which makes seemingly standard images blaze with 
colored fluorescence under ultraviolet illumination.  

• �As a first line of defense against counterfeiting, Firefly can be 
used almost anywhere you use thermal transfer.  

• �From an on-product data label for unit level authentication, to 
case or shipping labels for warehouse investigations without 
breaking down pallets, Firefly makes your genuine product 
glow.

s �Invisible UV Fluorescing 
Markings

Any image you can print with thermal transfer ribbon can be rendered 
invisible. Messages, logos, or track & trace bar codes, look invisible, 
but flare with bright colorful fluorescence under ultraviolet illumination 
– helping your investigators differentiate genuine from counterfeit.

• �Keep your distribution strategies from being undermined  
by gray market diversion.

• �Add covert track and trace information to the product or 
packaging, and diverted product can be traced back to its 
original distribution path.

• �Give your investigators an invisible mark to help them 
authenticate your genuine brand.  

s AuthentiFiber™

A highly secure method of authentication is the integration of 
AuthentiFiber™ into your product or packaging.  AuthentiFiber is an 
amorphous metal, glass coated microwire that produces a unique 
magnetic signal, that can’t be altered or replicated. AuthentiFiber’s 
signature is read by a proprietary reader to deliver a highly secure 
form of authentication.

• �Fabric tags can be manufactured in-house, or by a trusted 
third party, with AuthentiFiber sewn into a seam.  

• �Easily integrated into product, packaging, pressure sensitive 
labels, and tags to provide non-line of sight detection.

• Highly durable and reliable.
• Low cost AuthentiFiber proprietary readers.

s Taggants
IIMAK and Kodak have partnered together to include taggants in 
thermal transfer ribbons. This is the highest level of security you 
can choose. By embedding these unique, nano-sized taggants, in 
your thermal transfer images you can be assured that your product 
is authentic. These particles can only be detected with the use of a 
proprietary reader. 

• �When layered with other authentication technologies, 
taggants can provide a final determination in the field, in 
a lab, or in a courtroom, between a genuine article and a 
counterfeit. 

• �Item-level labels, printed with taggant-embedded inks, can 
provide a virtually foolproof method of spotlighting fakes.  

• �Easy to use and cost-effective, but nearly impossible for 
counterfeiters to replicate. 

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS  
THAT ARE AFFORDABLE  

TO IMPLEMENT



Home Office
310 Commerce Drive 
Amherst, NY 14228 
General Phone: 716.691.6333 
Toll Free Customer Care 
Phone: 888.464.4625  
Toll Free Fax: 888.329.0260  
Fax: 716.691.3395  
Email: salesinfo@iimak.com 

iimak Europe 
Moestoemaatheide 33
B-2440 Geel
Belgium  
Phone: +(32) 14-57 98 00  
Fax: +(32) 14-57 98 09  
Email: sales@iimak.be

iimak Brazil 
Avenida das Americas 500 
Blaco 8 sala 232 
Rio de Janiero 22.640-100 
Brazil 
Phone: 01-55-21-2179-4000
Fax: 01-55-21-2179-4001 
Email: ribbons@iimak.com.br 

Member of the Brand  
Protection Alliance

IIMAK’s involvement in the Brand Protection Alliance provides the ability to bring  
in other security technologies to clients who require a more in-depth plan.

member of
North American Security Products Organization

Enhance your peace of mind  
with IIMAK Secure

Contact us today for more information on all the cost-effective, easy-to-use  
brand protection solutions available from IIMAK Secure.

*Authentifiber™ is an ACS Technology, distributed by iimak


